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“The Effectiveness of Virtual Reality in Promoting Tourism”

(A study on a sample of experts in the field of Saudi tourism)
ABSTRACT:

As many countries rely on traditional means of tourism promotion, this study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of
virtual reality (VR) in enhancing tourism promotion in Saudi Arabia. The study's significance lies in inspecting the impact
of VR technology on tourism experts and its role in promoting tourism destinations in the Kingdom. The primary research
question was: "To what extent does VR effectively enhance tourism promotion from the perspective of tourism experts?"
Employing a qualitative research methodology, the study utilized semi-structured interviews with a sample of 6 tourism
and media experts. The findings contributed to a deeper understanding of VVR's role in tourism promotion and provided
valuable insights for Saudi Arabian tourism policymakers.

The results demonstrated the effectiveness of VR in promoting Saudi Arabian tourism destinations due to their unique and
diverse tourism assets. Additionally, the findings highlighted VR's potential to elevate the quality of Saudi tourism
promotion and the transformative impact it can have on the Kingdom's tourism industry. VR emerges as an innovative
solution to revitalize the tourism sector and achieve global reach for Saudi Arabian tourism destinations. Finally, the study
recommends further research to evaluate the effectiveness of VR in tourism promotion among tourists and explore
additional opportunities for VR applications within the tourism sector.

Keywords: Virtual reality, Tourism promotion, Saudi Arabia, Tourism experts, Qualitative research.
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